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Charles E. Bailey 


1822 - 1894 


No account of the history of the Benzonia- 
Beulah community would be complete without a 
brief sketch of the life of a man who, above all 
others, was the prime mover in the establishment 
of the two villages. 


Charles Bailey was born in the state of New 
York on July 1, 1822. His father was a farmer 
and small manufacturer of brooms and during his 
early years young Charles attended the local 
schools and worked in his father’s factory. At 
the age of 22 years he entered Oberlin College 
in Ohio and ultimately graduated from the Theo- 
logical seminary there. 


In 1852 he was married to Miss Lorinda Clark 
and to this union four sons were born. Soon after 
his graduation from the Theological school Mr. 
Bailey became pastor of a Congregational church 
in Medina county, Ohio. It may not have been 
the same parish in Medina, but certainly one not 
far off that a successor to Mr. Bailey in Benzonia, 
Rev. O. A. Schulz, was called to from Benzonia 
nearly 100 years later. 


While pastor at the Medina church Mr. Bailey 
became obsessed with the idea of establishing a 
Christian colony, church and college in some wil- 
derness area to which pioneer settlers might soon 
be attracted. He may have conceived this idea 
while he was still at Oberlin for that school had 
already provided the men and the inspiration for 
a similar colony and college at Olivet in the southern 
part of Michigan. With this idea as his uppermost 
thought he succeeded in attracting to his proposed 
venture a number of influential friends. Included 
in this group were his brother, John, Rev. W. M. 
Fairfield, Rev. Amzi Barber and Dr. James Sev- 
erance. It was something of a family group for 
Rev. Barber and Dr. Severance were brothers-in-law 
of the Bailey brothers. 
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The group of organizers met in several con- 
ferences on their proposed colony and a plan of 
operation was agreed upon. They would find a 
suitable site where government land could be 
secured, at not too much cost, no doubt, and would 
there organize a colony and institutions of learn- 
ing and religion where the principals of Temper- 
ance and Anti-slavery would be dominant features. 


The group thereupon set out to make journeys, 
quite arduous ones in those days of slow and un- 
certain transportation, to find some area suitable 
for their purpose. Maybe it was something like 
the emissaries sent out by Moses to spy out the 
Promised Land while the Children of Israel were 
still wandering in the wilderness. Journeys of 
exploration were made into Iowa, Missouri and 
finally into northern Michigan. Suitable lands did 
not seem to be available in Iowa. Missouri, in 
those pre-Civil war days was partly slave holding 
territory and with this institution Mr. Bailey and 
his associates would have no part, but in the sum- 
mer of 1858, nearly two years after the first meeting 
of the colonizing group they selected a spot in 
northern Michigan, not far from the new settlement 
at Traverse City and to which spot they attached 
the name, settled upon even before the site itself 
was settled upon — Benzonia. 

Of the early history of the Benzonia colony 
this biographical sketch will not deal extensively 
as that has been covered in the following sections 
of this book. 

After the site of the colony had been finally 
determined Mr. Bailey, with his family came to 
it as the first settlers. They came by way of water 
to Glen Arbor and from there to Benzonia. They 
made several trips, some by way of Lake Michigan 
to Frankfort and then by river or by land. Some 
journeys between Glen Arbor and Benzonia were 
made by land all the way. On one Saturday night 
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on one of Mr. Bailey’s trips to his new colony site 
‘he found himself storm bound at Point Betsie. The 
|next day being Sunday scruples of conscience would 
not permit him to continue his journey so he im- 
| proved the opportunity, so Providentially given, to 
hold a church service in a fisherman’s shanty 
located on that sandy point. It is quite probable 
| that this was the first sermon ever preached by 
an ordained minister in what is now Benzie county. 


| Between the years 1858 and 1860 few settlers 
arrived at Benzonia but Mr. Bailey had been here 
‘long enough to build himself a substantial house 
and to get himself and family pretty well settled. In 
{1860 the number of settlers had increased to the 
extent that Mr. Bailey concluded that the time was 
ripe for the organization of his long cherished 
dream church. The church was organized in June 
of 1860 in Mr. Bailey’s home, a building which still] 
' stands near the center of Benzonia to this day. 
/A staff of church officers was elected with Mr. 
i Bailey at its head as elected pastor and the colony 
| was now officially and finally on its way. 


In 1863 the second institution, that of one of 
higher education, all part of Mr. Bailey’s over all 
plan, was organized as the Grand Traverse college 
with Mr. Bailey chosen as its Secretary-Treasurer. 
|Sparked by Mr. Bailey’s untiring enthusiasm the 
‘church and college united in erecting a building 
suitable for the purposes of both. The building 
was completed in 1869 and on September 10th of 
that year was formally dedicated to the purposes 
for which it was erected. The Rev. Bailey preached 
the dedicatory sermon taking as his text “Hitherto 
| Hath the Lord Helped Us.” 


Mr. Bailey was now pastor of the church and 
| secretary-treasurer of the college. He next was 
| chosen as the first Superintendent of the Sunday 
School of the church and in that capacity was 
something of a strict disciplinarian according to 
| the memory of men who were little boys in those 


| long ago days. 
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In addition to his ecclesiastical and educational 
labors Mr. Bailey soon branched out into business 
He operated the first general store in Benzonia 
and would make numerous trips to Chicago tv 
purchase his stock of goods suitable for the needs 
of his pioneer customers. He was a lover of good 
horses and is said to have brought into the county 
a blooded stallion whose blood line was long evi- 
dent among many of the better horses in the county 
for long years afterwards. He secured a govern- 
ment contract to carry the mail between Traverse 
City and Frankfort. For this purpose he fitted up 
a commodious stage coach which could carry both 
passengers and the mail. This outfit, it is said, 
was patterned after the stage coaches of the 
early days and, drawn by four horses, with a driver 
perched high on his seat with a coach horn an- 
nouncing the arrival and departure of the mail 
at the post offices along the line must have been 
a thrilling and picturesque sight. 


During those early years of the Benzonia 
colony Mr. Bailey was untiring in his labors at 
directing the affairs of the colony, church and 
college. He was land agent for the rather extensive 
real estate holdings of them all. An inspection of 
the early recorded deeds and abstracts of Benzie 
county lands exhibit the extent in which Mr. 
Bailey was instrumental in the land transfers of 
those days. He was undoubtedly a man of shrewd 
business ability and also probably a man of strong 
opinions and sometimes inflexible will. Because 
of these traits, perhaps, there developed between 
him and other almost equally strong willed men 
of the colony differences of opinion, personal and 
otherwise, which seem to have upset the tran- 
quility of the earlier days. For reasons now long 
and happily forgotten the Rev. Bailey resigned 
his position under the church and college and early 
in the 1880’s removed with his family to the state 


of Maryland. 
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In 1886 he returned to the scenes of his early 
endeavors to attend the funeral of his brother, 
Lorenzo, and apparently finding things here again 
quite to his liking he moved back to Benzonia the 


following year. 


Upon his return the spirit of adventure and 
colonization again stirred within him. A few years 
previously the level of Crystal Lake had been low- 
ered by an ill advised but ultimately fortunate 
grandiose plan and Mr. Bailey found himself in 
possession of a good share of the property so re- 
cently exposed or drained at the east end of Crystal 
Lake spread out at the foot of the hill of his 
earlier enterprise. The possibilities of this new 
tract were quickly recognized by this astute man 
and he forthwith proceeded to improve upon them. 
He subdivided and platted a portion of it under 
the title ‘Crystal City and Beulah View Resort’. 
He built and occupied the first house there. He 
must have been a builder of good houses for this 
second first house of his also still stands to this 
day and has long been the residence of Attorney 
and Mrs. M. G. Paul. 


The Frankfort and South Eastern Railroad, 
later to be known as the Ann Arbor, soon ran its 
line through Mr. Bailey’s property and now Beulah, 
as was Benzonia 30 years earlier, on its way to its 
destiny by reason of Rev. Bailey’s personal aggres- 
siveness. 


From the time he established himself at 
Beulah Mr. Bailey pretty much retired from public 
life. He listed himself as a real estate dealer and 
in this capacity constructed a building not far 
from his home for the accommodation of the newly 
established post office in Beulah in 1893. This 
building was what is now the Beulah Cafe, and is 
another building apparently indestructibly erected 
by this master builder. 


Mr. Bailey never again resumed his active 
association with either the church or college which 
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he had been instrumental in founding for a younger 
generation of leaders with whom he did not see 


eye to eye was then coming on the stage of active 
public affairs. 


He early recognized the potential of the shores 
of Crystal Lake as a healthful summer resort area. 
He did not live to see his dreams for Beulah and 
Crystal Lake realized but the splendid array of 
cottages and homes lining the eastern shore of 
the lake, all once Mr. Bailey’s property, is eloquent 
testimony that his dreams and plans were of a 
substantial quality. 


In personal appearance Charles Bailey was 
rather above the average in size. He had strong, 
attractive features, wearing a full beard except 
for a clean shaven upper lip, and whether standing, 
sitting or walking carried himself with an erect 
dignity. He was always a man of excellent health 
but death came to him suddenly of a heart attack 
in his home in Beulah on May 16, 1894, at the 
age of 72 years. He has today three living de- 
scendants, Charlene (Mrs. O. E. Hensel of Frank- 
fort), Alice (Mrs. William Powers of Rockport, 
Massachusetts) granddaughters; and Dorothy 
Hensel, great grandaughter of Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Bailey. In them flows the blood of the man 
whose dreams for a cultural oasis in the wilds of 
northern Michigan 100 years ago developed into 
the Benzonia-Beulah community. 


Some of Rev. Bailey’s dreams have perished, 
none of them came to full fruition during his life- 
time but he was of the stuff of which empires are 
built and in his own, sometimes dogmatic, some- 
times inflexible ways, he builded better than he 
knew. 


NOTE — Much of the material for this bio- 
graphical sketch of Mr. Bailey has been lifted bodily 
from a much more complete biography of him 
written 30 years ago by a man who knew him well 
in his later years, the late W. L. Case. 
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Grand Traverse College and Its Successors ycaiiite 


At Mills Community House there is a heavy, 
leather-bound book, its cover frayed and worn 
with the handling of one hundred years. It is 
the original “College Register”, perhaps our most 
important source of information about the 
educational institution which the first settlers 
came here to establish. 


The first pages contain, in the faded hand- 
writing of Mr. Bailey, the founder of the colony, 
the “Articles of Confederation’, a compact by 
which the colonists bound themselves and in 
which are stated the terms on which they were 
to be associated. 


To understand the ideals and motives that led 
the founder to envision the planting of an out- 
post of Christian education somewhere in the 
unsettled Midwest, further information about Mr. 
Bailey’s background may well be given here. 
As was said in the sketch of Mr. Bailey with which 
this booklet begins, he attended Oberlin and com- 
pleted his training for the ministry there. To 
help the reader understand why Mr. Bailey attended 
Oberlin and the part that Oberlin played in shaping 
his character and ideals we can’t do better than 
quote from an address made by him on the occasion 
of the dedication of Barber Hall, in 1890: “Mr. 
Bailey went back to his youth and traced the 
causes that led him to seek to found an institution 
of learning in a place where even the poorest boy 
or girl might find opportunity to get an education 
and where student labor would be held honorable, 
as it was not in a prominent college in New York 
near his home, as his brother had found to his cost. 


“The misfortunes of this brother in Hamilton 
led Mr. Bailey, when desiring to enter college, to 
seek a school where he might find labor to support 
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himself. Although not ‘centrally located’, Oberlin 
offered such advantages to young men of moderate 
means as to overbalance railroad expenses. He 
went to Oberlin, boarded himself part of the time, 
and later paid the extravagant sum of seventy-five 
cents a week to a widow lady and received excellent 
board for it, too. How could she do it? She 
owned a large lot and could raise her own vegetables, 
pork and beef and thus could furnish board for 
the ridiculously small sum mentioned above. This 
gave Mr. Bailey an idea, and after graduation, when 
he came to locate the site of this college, he chose 
a place where the village lots could be made large, 
with the hope that parents coming to educate their 
children would be enabled to reduce the cost of 
living to a minimum and that students with slim 
purses might find opportunities to replenish them 
from their labor.” 


Thus Oberlin college was the most important 
influence shaping Mr. Bailey’s character and ideals, 
and was decisive in pointing the direction his life 
should later take. 


This northern Ohio Congregational college was 
founded in 1833 by Rev. John J. Shipherd. The 
favorable outcome of this venture led him to dream 
of planting a succession of similar institutions in 
the Midwest, institutions which should be pioneer- 
ing centers of Christian influence. His dream was 
not to be fully realized, however, for he died shortly 
after founding Olivet, in southern Michigan, in 1844. 


By 1855, Oberlin and Olivet were well-estab- 
lished, successful institutions, and Mr. Bailey, then 
in his thirty-sixth year, seems to have felt that 
he had a call to continue the work begun by Father 
Shipherd. Somewhere in the Midwest he would 
establish a college on the model of Oberlin. 
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As explained earlier, he was singularly suc- 
cessful in infecting others with his own enthusiasm 
and soon had the practical details of his plan 
worked out. After several unsuccessful attempts 
at find’ng a location, they finally decided to stake 
all on some spot in northwestern Michigan. 

The educational ideals and aims of the colonists 
are set forth in the “Articles of Association’, which 
begin with the following statement of purpose: 
“We, the undersigned, unite ourselves together 
for the purpose of establishing a temperance, anti- 
slavery educational Christian colony in some eligible 
location in the vicinity of Grand Traverse Bay, 
Michigan’’. 

The proposed college was “to afford to both 
sexes, without distinction of color, the opportunity 
of acquiring a liberal education”. As at Oberlin 
and Olivet, manual labor was to be honored, op- 
portunities for self-help were to be provided, and 
needy, but worthy students given all possible en- 
couragement and assistance. 

A rather unusual source of income was pro- 
vided for in the Articles. As was earlier explained, 
the land to be secured was government land, and 
it was stipulated that each of the settlers was to 
give to the college one-fourth of the land he ac- 
quired, the proceeds from the later sale of this 
land to form an endowment for the school. 
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Ground for the college was dedicated in June, 
1860, but instruction did not begin until 1863. 
Situated in an isolated frontier village, the school 
necessarily began in a very modest way. The open- 
ing enrollment was thirteen, and the first classes 
“met in the unplastered living room of Mrs. Carrier’s 
house”. (This house, remodeled and modernized, 
still stands, the first house on the north side of 
Grand Traverse Avenue at the top of “East Hill’.) 


It was not until 1869, by which time there 
had been a considerable influx of settlers, that the 
community was able to erect a college building. 
This two-story frame structure, substantial and 
commodious for the time, was called the “College 
Chapel’’ and stood in the southeast corner of the 
present Benzonia village park. It was not destined 
to serve the college long, however, for it was totally 
destroyed by fire in the spring of 1874, after some 
five years’ use. (An account will be given later 
of the dedication, in 1942, of the large granite 
boulder which now marks the site of this first 
college building.) 

The burning of their hard-won “Chapel” must 
have seemed an almost insuperable loss to the early 
settlers. Their steadfast faith and inflexible pur- 
pose would not, however, admit defeat, for while 
the fire was still smouldering, the trustees met, as 
the College Register shows, and voted to carry 
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on, grateful for the help God had given them hither- 
to, and thankful that the college records and legal 
papers had been saved from the fire. Instruction 
was continued in a large three-story frame building 
owned by John Bailey, brother of the founder, but 
later acquired by the college. (Older residents of 
Benzonia and Beulah remember this building as 
“Bast Hall’. It stood on the north side of Grand 
Traverse Avenue, where the residences of Mrs. 
Leona Johns and David Porter now stand.) 


We have now reached the year 1875 in our 


narrative. Grand Traverse C. "lege was still small, 


but it seems to have filled an important place in 
the life of the region. Of the total attendance of 
the college in the early 1870’s and its service to 
this part of Michigan, the late William L. Case of 
Benzonia has this to say in his history of the 
colony, “On the Trail of a Vision’: “This pioneer 
college had an enrollment of from one hundred 
twenty-five to one hundred fifty students and was 


depended upon as almost the only source of teachers 
for the entire Grand Traverse region, from Luding- 
ton on the south to Charlevoix on the north.” (“On 
the Trail of a Vision’, by William L. Case, Mid- 
winter, 1938 number of the Michigan Historical 
Magazine.) 

There was talk of rebuilding after the fire of 
1874, but nothing was done, and East Hall con- 
tinued as the college quarters down to the close 
of the ’80’s. During th’s considerable period the 
coilege seems to have been largely self-dependent 
and not too well known outside the region it served. 
Contributions had been received from time to time 
from churches and friends, but in modest amounts. 
and there had been some income from the sale of 
college land. At best, however, the matter of 
sufficient funds was a constant problem. The 
college, though Congregational in background and 
connections, had not, it seems, received up to this 
time any organized support from the Congregational 
churches. 
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Hampered as they were by meager resources 
and continuing isolation (thirty years had passed 
any they were still without a railroad), Mr. Bailey 
and his associates no doubt were disappointed in 
the failure of Grand Traverse College to repeat 
the history of its bettter known prototype, Oberlin. 
Due to local conditions attendance had been small, 
and the type of work given had not been com- 
parable to that offered by the older denominational 
colleges. Indeed, according to “The Benzonivn”, 
the college paper of 1891, the work offered before 
that time had been largely of a high school, or college 
preparatory nature, and no one had as yet com- 
pleted a full college course. 

The long awaited railroad came at last, in 
1839, and Benzonia was no longer the isolated 
village of former times. In spite of the difficulties 
of pioneer days, settlement had progressed steadily, 
and a firm foundation had been laid for the develop- 
ment which the railroad now made possible. The 
population of Benzie County had more than doubled 
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since 1870, rising from 2,184 in that year to 5,237 
in 1890; the county was dotted with farms; lumber- 
ing was an important industry; and Charles E. 
Bailey, sensing with prophetic eye the future of 
the Crystal Lake region, had platted the village of 
“Crystal City and Beulah View Resort’ and was 
engaged in the promotion of his resort property. 

By 1890 Benzie County had proved itself 
splendidly adapted to fruit growing, and as the 
time approached when the last of the virgin timber 
should be taken off, it appeared that the new in- 
dustry would more than take the place of the old. 

How was Grand Traverse College to fit into the 
new era of general growth and development? 

A short time before the coming of the railroad, 
something happened in southern Michigan that was 
to affect the fortunes of Grand Traverse college 
vitally. A meeting of the Congregational churches 
of that part of the state was held at Jackson to 
discuss the subject of higher education in the upper 
half of the Lower Peninsula. As a result of this 


a A a I eee 


KENNEY’S SALES & SERVICE 
Beulah, Michigan 


SMITTY’S TEXACO SERVICE 
Beulah, Michigan 


re 


pe re rr 


— - 


mee 


COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY BAND 


Woe t 
& Ye 


meeting, a convention of representatives of Con- 
gregational churches from our own region here was 
called in Cadillac the next year, 1889. They voted 
to proceed with the establishing of a Congregational 
college and appointed a committee to canvass the 
region and select a site. 

Cadillac was interested in securing the. school, 
offering to raise $36,000 and provide “ten acres of 
pine stumpage for the site”, on condition that the 
churches raise an endowment of $125,000. Traverse 
City was also in the running, but less actively it 
seems. 

| It was an anxious moment for the trustees 
and friends of Grand Traverse College, for they 
knew the location of a rival school so near would 
probably mean the death of their struggling in- 
stitution. They lost no time in getting in touch 
with the church committee and made a strong bid 
for church support for their school. Finally, after 
a period of anxious waiting, the good news came 
that Benzonia’s offer had been accepted. 

In accepting the offer, the committee recom- 
mended that the college be re-organized under a 
new charter and another name. This was done 
April 2, 1891, the trustees of Grand Traverse College 
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at thet time formed a new corporation, under the 
name Benzonia College, and transferring to the new 
school all the assets of the old. 

With the promised support of the churchcs 
tne college enterprise took on new life, and hopes 
were high. Under the new conditions it was felt 
that the time was ripe for a college building pro- 
gram. Three units were proposed: a recitation hall, 
a library, and a laboratory or science building, and 
construction of the recitation hall was begun forth- 
with, the needed lumber being obtained from 
college land. The work was completed late in 1890, 
and the building, a two story frame structure, was 
dedicated Thanksgiving Day. It was named Barber 
Hall, in honor of Rev. Amzi D. Barber, one of those 
most closely associated with Mr. Bailey from the 
earliest days. (This was the only one of the three 
building projects to be completed. It stood a short 
distance south and east of M‘lls Community House, 
on the exact spot marked by the present cement 
tennis courts.) The new building contained on the 
first floor four recitation rooms; on the second, a 
library room (providing space for some 5,000 vol- 
umes), a laboratory, a small museum (also serving 
as classroom), and the college chapel. 
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After the re-organization there seems to have 
been considerable improvement in the type of work 
offered, the college prospectus for 1893-94 claiming 
that the courses offered would bear comparison 
w-th any in the country. Beside the work formerly 
offered, much was made of the departments of art 
and music. The Art Department used part of the 
first floor of East Hall, and its annual exhibits be- 
came an important feature of commencement 
activities. Like the Art Department, the Music 
Department seems to have been popular. Under 
the direction of T. Bath Glasson, who came to Ben- 
zonia College in 1895 from the music department 
of Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, Benzonia developed 
a good concert band, which was well and favorably 
known throughout this region in ’95, ’96,’ ’97 and 
"98. Mr. Glasson was a capable choral conductor 
also, and choral programs given from time to time 
were well received. The two departments — art 
end music — contributed much to the cultural life 
of the community. 

In view of the increased enrollment in the ’90’s 
— from fifty-eight at the opening of Benzonia Col- 
lege to nearly one hundred later — and with the 
promised support of the churches, one might be 
justified, perhaps, in regarding the future of Ben- 
zonia College as reasonably well assured. There 
was still no other college within a radius of one 
hundred miles, and it would seem ‘that northern 
Michigan needed a college. 

Back of these signs of growth and progress, 
however, there was a serious financial problem. 
The timbered land that had been a heritage from 
Grand Traverse College had been largely disposed 
of in the course of time, and the support counted 
on from the Congregational churches had been con- 
s‘derably below what was expected. By spring of 
1900 the situation was such that the trustees de- 
cided to continue on an academy, or secondary school 
basis only. Announcement was made that Benzonia 
Academy would open in the fall, with Rev. Charles 
W. Dunn as principal. 

Mr. Dunn, who at the time of his appointment 
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as principal was a member of the Fiske University 
faculty, served as head of the school from 1900 
until the spring of 1906. The Academy began its 
first year with an enrollment of forty-seven in the 
academic and fifty-five in the music department. 
One hundred eighteen persons were enrolled in the 
academic department during Mr. Dunn’s principal- 
ship and twenty were graduated. 

At the resignation of Mr. Dunn, Mr. George 
R. Catton became head of the school. Prior to 
1900 he had been for a time a member of the 
Benzonia College faculty. Through his administra- 
tive ability and his field work in making friends for 
the school and securing financial support the en- 
rollment was substantially increased and larger 
classes were graduated, the largest, that of 1912, 
numbering nineteen. During the eleven years of 
Mr. Catton’s principalship a total of one hundred 
and ten were graduated. 

Rapidly changing conditions during the last 
years of Mr. Catton’s term made the problem of 
continuing the school increasingly difficult. The 
high schools in the surrounding territory were in- 
creasing in number and were offering a higher grade 
of work. It seemed to be only a question of time 
how long a school supported by voluntary contri- 
butions could compete with tax supported schools. 
That the Academy was maintained for seventeen 
years under the conditions then existing speaks 
eloquently of the devotion and sacrifice both of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dunn and Mr. and Mrs. Catton and 
of the entire Benzonia-Beulah community. 

The problem was, of course, considerably ag- 
gravated by the conditions leading to the entry 
of this country into World War I. Mr. Catton re- 
signed at the close of the school year 1916-17, and 
Mr. G. H. Scott came from Yankton College to serve 
the Academy in what was to be its final year. With 
its last class of ten graduates, in June, 1918, the 
Academy closed its doors, and not long afterward 
the property, by act of the trustees was deeded to 
the Benzonia Congregational Church, to be used 
in the service of the community. A total of 140 
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young people were graduated in the eighteen years 
of its existence. 


An important happening of January 17, 1909, 
should be noted here, for it is a link in the chain 
of events leading from 1858 to 1958. On that day 
historic East Hall burned to the ground. The re- 
action of the community to this disaster was remi- 
niscent of the courage and faith of 1874, after the 
first fire. A mass meeting was soon held and an 
appeal made for funds with which to rebuild. This 
met with an enthusiastic response, $2,300 being 
pledged immediately by local people. Gifts were 
received from churches and outside friends, and 
with $10,000 in sight, construction was begun at 
once and the work completed in record time. In 
October, the same year as the fire, the new girls’ 
dormitory was dedicated and named Mills Cottage, 
in honor of Rev. Harlow S. Mills, who was the be- 
loved pastor of the church, and who through his 
influential connections had raised a large part of 
the needed money. 


Barber Hall is no more, having been razed in 
1924, but Mills Cottage, remodeled in 1925 and re- 
named Mills Community House, serves as a con- 
necting link between the old Benzonia and the new. 
There are still a few old timers left who knew 
Charles E. Bailey and recall the Benzonia College 
days. Those of a later generation, Academy stu- 
dents and alumni, find at the Community House 
a number of things to awaken memories of Academy 
days. In the hall are splendid likenesses of Mr. 
Mills, Mr. Dunn, and Mr. Catton, and of Dr. W. G. 
Willard, who, after coming from Oak Park, IIl., 
in 1912, first to build a summer cottage on the 
North Shore and later to make Benzonia his per- 
manent home, was so prominently and helpfully 
identified, first, with the affairs of the Academy 
and, later, with the interests of the Community 
House. 


Thus ended an educational enterprise, which 
as Grand Traverse College (1863-1891), Benzonia 
College (1891-1900), and Benzonia Academy (1900- 


1918) comprised a period of fifty-five years, years 
of sacrifice for a noble ideal, such sacrifice as only 
those who bore the burden could know. All who 
had the privilege of studying in Benzonia will grate- 
fully acknowledge the debt they owe to the original 
settlers and their successors. 


They gave generously of their time and means. 
They took a deep personal interest in those who 
came here to study. Many took students into their 
homes to work for room and board; or, if they 
rented rooms, charged only nominal prices. A 
college advertisement in the “Banner” for Novem- 
ber 17, 1892, for example, gives the cost of rooms 
for young men in private houses as 25 to 50 cents 
per week; “ladies’ rooms in East Hall free’. “Table 
board at East Hall, all you can eat, $1.75 per week’’. 
The total cost of a year at college was given as $117. 


Many students and graduates of college or 
academy have gone out into the world to fill 
positions of usefulness in business, in the mission 
field, in teaching, the ministry, medicine, dentistry, 
engineering, and journalism, and some have won 
distinction in their chosen field. But whatever 
their calling, Benzonia left its mark upon them. 


It is altogether fitting and proper that the 
Present should acknowledge its debt to the Past 
and that that acknowledgment take visible and per- 
manent form. This was done in 1942, when a large 
granite boulder from the north shore of Crystal 
Lake was placed on the site of the first college 
building. The stone was placed under the auspices 
of the Benzonia Garden club, with the co-operation 
of the trustees of the Benzonia Congregational 
church, and the landscaping was done by the Garden 
club. With five of the oldest residents of Benzonia 
present, all of whom had gone to school in the first 
building — Mr. W. J. Pettit, Mrs. James Case, Mr. 
Frank Sinclair, Mrs. Helen Bailey and Mrs. Frank 
Benedict — the stone, with the bronze plaque it 
bears, was dedicated Sunday, August 16, 1942, as 
a tribute by the Benzonia-Beulah community to the 
pioneer settlers of the region. 


NICKSON BROS. 
Pontiac Sales and Service 
Frankfort, Michigan 


SYLVESTER & HERREN 
Plumbing — Heating — Sheet Metal 
Frankfort, Michigan 


Mills Community House 


The closing of the Benzonia Academy in the 
spring of 1918 left three vacant buildings in Ben- 
zonia which presented a problem of what disposi- 
tion or use might be made of them. These build- 
ings were Barber Hall, used for class rooms, library, 
laboratory and assembly room, Bailey Cottage, the 
boys’ dormitory, and Mills Cottage, the girls’ dorm- 
itory, dining room and living quarters of the 
Academy principal and his family. 


For a year or two the buildings and contents 
were kept more or less intact and in readiness for 
use in the hope that the Academy might be re-acti- 
vated and again become a going institution. The 
hope, however, gradually faded and finally was 
reluctantly wholly abandoned. 


By cooperative action of the Boards of Trustees 
of the Academy and the Benzonia Congregational 
church, which action was approved and validated 
by a Circuit Court decree, the physical properties 
of the Academy including the three buildings, the 
lands upon which they were located and a small 
endowment fund were transferred from the 
Academy to the trustees of the church with the 
definite stipulation that the property and the income 
from it should be held in trust by the trustees of 
the Benzonia church and used for the public good. 


The Bailey Cottage was sold and converted to 
private use. The Barber Hall was sold and torn 
down. But the Mills Cottage was retained and 
put to the best of all possible uses — a Community 
House. 


A contemporary account of the transformation 
of the Mills Cottage to the Mills Community House 
credits Dr. W. G. Willard and Mr. Frank Kimball, 
trustees of the late Academy, with first suggesting 
that this step be taken. The suggestion seemed to 
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meet with prompt approval of the church trustees 
as well as the people generally and so the thing 
was done. 


Rev. H. S. Mills, Mr. W. L. Case and Mr. H. B. 
Woodward were named as a committee to see 
that the proper and necessary measures were taken 
to complete the transfer of property from the 
Academy to the church trustees and Dr. J. F. 
Munro, that indefatigable worker in community 
projects, headed the committee which remodeled 
the Girls’ Dormitory to a Community House. 


The work progressed and on March 19, 1925, 
was completed so on that date a day long Open 
House, climaxed by a banquet and appropriate 
dedicatory program, was held. 


The building consists of three floors, the 
basement housing the dining rooms and kitchen, 
the main floor on which are located the parlors 
and library, and the auditorium and stage on the 
top floor. For a number of years this top floor 
was used as a gymnasium for the high school 
basketball teams. It was also much in demand 
by the public for large meetings, dramatics and 
adult recreational groups. Since the construction 
of the high school auditorium many of the activ- 
ities carried on on the top floor of the Community 
House have been transferred to the new buildings. 


The Community House is still most exten- 
sively used, however, for many purposes. It 
houses a very complete and creditable public 
library, it is used by church and Sunday School 
groups, many public meetings, large and small, 
banquets, receptions, village elections, the county 
United States Selective Service headquarters, and 
numerous other purposes for which the building 
is ideally situated and equipped. 
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Administratively the Mills Community House 
is controlled by a “Mills Community House Com- 

ittee’ of five members chosen by but not neces- 
sarily members of the Benzonia church. The Library 
housed in the Community House is administered 
‘by a Board of trustees, three of whom represent 
ithe public at large and two representing the Com- 
munity House committee. 


A hostess and librarian is in charge of the 
\day by day affairs of the Community House and 
\Library. Since its dedication in 1925 there have 
(ae six persons employed in this capacity, Mrs. 
J. T. Whiteman, Miss Bernice Sleezer, Miss Ethel 
Huntington, Miss Florence Whitney, Mrs. Dan 
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Wheeler and Mrs. W. G. Sinclair. Of these persons 
Miss Sleezer served the longest tenure of office, 
she having been Hostess and Librarian for 13 years. 


Few communities the size of Benzonia ard 
Beulah have been so fortunate as to enjoy 
facilities such as the Mills Community House 
offers its residents, neighbors and guests. It is 
an institution which, in a very appreciable degree, 
was made possible by the efforts and the sacrifices 
of a generation which did not long enjoy its 
benefits. It stands and serves as a l'ving memorial 
to the men and women who believed in and found 
to be good the principals of Christian religion, 
education and community responsibility. 
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Churches of Benzonia Beulah 


The character and the history of any com- 
munity, large or small, rural or urban, is affected 
in no small degree by its churches and the manner 
in which those churches are supported and their 
teachings followed by the residents of the several 
parishes of the churches. The Benzonia — Beulah 
community is surely no exception to this rule. 


Any historical account of the churches of 
these villages very naturally opens with the story 
of the Benzonia Congregational church. It is the 
first church organized here and, by far, the one of 
longest continuous existence, it being co-existant 
with the Benzonia enterprise itself for all but the 
first two years of that venture. 


When the Benzonia colony was first envi- 
sioned by Rev. Charles Bailey of Ohio, and his 
original associates a church of Congregational 
denomination was determined upon as the solid 
cornerstone upon which the whole colony should 
be built. It was for religious and educational 
purposes, with the religious purpose always taking 
precedence over educational, that the colony was 
established and this purpose was never abandoned 
nor diluted. 


So after the first two years, years of mostly 
cf a feeling of the way, had passed at Benzonia 
there came a time in 1860 when a sufficient num- 
ber of people had been attracted to Benzonia so 
that it appeared to Rev. Bailey that the corner- 
stene of his colony should be laid. 


A council of ministers, competent to act in 
such matters, composed of Rev. James Walker, 
L. L. D., Rev. Amzie Barber, Rev. George Thomp- 
son and Rev. Bailey, himself met on Friday, June 
8, 1860, in Rev. Bailey’s home and proceeded to 
organize the First Congregational church of 
Benzonia. The following Sunday, June 10, 1860, 
18 persons, representing eight families, nearly the 
entire adult population of Benzonia at that time 
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were received into membership of the church and, 
as was the logical thing to do, elected Rev. Charles 
Bailey as their first pastor. 

This first church service must have been an 
interesting one as well as historic. Rev. Bailey 
was installed as pastor, members were received, 
Communion was served, undoubtedly an approp- 
riate sermon was preached and, to add a touch 
of romance to it, two of the charter members, Mr. 
Hugh Marsh and Miss Emily Burr were united in 
marriage. 

During its first two years church services 
continued to be held in the Bailey home. From 
there, the congregation and membership gradually 
growing larger with the continued influx of new 
settlers, services were transferred to the log school 
house located on Benzonia’s main street near 
where the Kraker Cherry Hut industries building 
now stands. In 1867 the upper floor of the new 
college building was used by the church as its 
place of worship. This building was located on 
the southeast corner of the west campus and 
though the building itself has long since perished 
the excavation for its basement is still evident. 
The building had but a short life for in 1874 it 
burned to the ground and for the next ten years 
church services were held in the John Bailey 
residence which by that time had been converted 
into the East Hall, it also being the property of 
the Grand Traverse College. 

In 1884 construction of a new church building 
was commenced but it was not until the winter of 
1885 — 1886 that work on it had progressed to 
the point where it could be used when the base- 
ment was completed so as to be occupied in the 
spring of 1886. Finally in December of 1887 the 
building was completed and dedicated on the 7th 
of that month. This building, so much a part of 
the Benzonia scene, has been in constant use 
since that day. 
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By the year 1913 the attendance at the Sun- 
day morning services had reached the point where 
it overtaxed the seating capacity and a wing on 
the west side of the church was added. With the 
exception of some interior rearrangement of the 
chancel and seating and remodeling of the main 
entrance at the north the building is still the same 
loved edifice that the fathers built and in which 
they worshipped. 


In its 98 years of existence the Benzonia 
church has had a total of eighteen pastors serving 
its parish. Its first pastor, Rev. Bailey, served for 
two and one-half years resigning on January l, 
1863.. He was succeeded by men serving relatively 
short pastorates, all of them being actual or near- 
by residents of the Benzonia colony — Rev. 
Kirkland, Rev. Hatch, Rev. J. B. Walker, Rev. Otis 
B. Waters, Rev. John Pettitt. Of these men, two, 
Rev. Walker and Rev. Waters served more than 
once, Rev. Walker being named pastor two 
different times and Rev. Waters four times. This 
cultured and venerable man was first called as 
pastor in 1868 but after his first period of service 
was recalled three more times to lead his people 
when they needed him most. Finally, in 1893, in 
his old age he declined to serve further when he 
felt that his burdens should be assumed by a 
younger, more active minister. 


It would be foolish and untruthful to relate 
that the affairs of the early church always flowed 
along in a tranquil and ideal manner. Differences 
of opinions and church policies, sometimes clashes 
of personalities cropped up. Pastorates were 
short and sometimes troubled but the church 
survived and somehow prospered, being in itself 
greater than either its ministers or its congregation. 


1896 was a significant date in the history of 
the Benzonia church. A supply pastor, Rev. Will- 
iam Hannaford had resigned and the church issued 
a call to Rev. Harlow M. Mills, then located at 
Union City, Michigan, to come to Benzonia. Mr. 
Mills, even then, was not a stranger to the people 


here. While attending college he had met a 
Benzonia girl, Miss Mary Fisher, daughter of 
Deacon and Mrs. Fisher, of Benzonia, and some 
years after graduation had come to Benzonia to 
claim her as his bride. 


He accepted the call from Benzonia and entered 
upon his pastorate on October 1, 1896, he then 
being 50 years of age. The years of Mr. Mills’ 
pastorate were historic, exceedingly productive 
and now, forty years later sharply memorable to 
the older residents who knew and loved him as a 
pastor, friend and Christian leader of the first 
order. The church grew and prospered under his 
gentle and firm guidance as it had not done before. 
Those were the Golden years of pre-World War 
days when all seemed right with the world and 
sweetness and lightness prevailed. Of this era 
Mr. Mills (we call him “Mr.” Mills rather than 
“Rev.” Mills or “Dr.” Mills, for that was how he 
was known by those who loved him — titles of 
position or honor when applied to him were 
surplusage) was a true representative. 


Mr. Mills brought honor and fame both to 
himself and to Benzonia by his conception and 
establishment of the “Benzonia Wider Parish’ in 
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which he extended the parish of his church from 
a local level to a wide surrounding area in which 
were established a number of small churches and 
chapels where the services of religion were 
brought to the rural people living at too great 
a distance to attend the central church. The plan 
and its possibilities attracted wide attention in 
ecclesiastical circles and is still remembered as 
an inspired experiment in wider, more comprehen- 
sive possibilities of community church service. 


That the Wider Parish did not long survive 
Mr. Mills’ pastorate does not reflect on its sound- 
ness nor on the abilities of his successors at 
Benzonia. It was established for the needs and 
conditions of those days and it met well those 
needs and conditions. Needs may not have 
changed since then but conditions have and the 
Larger Parish was a casualty of rapid transpor- 
tation, rapid communication and the upheavals of 
World Wars. 


Upon his resignation in 1916, after twenty 
years of service to the Benzonia church Mr. Mills 
was succeeded by Rev. C. W. Dunn, then pastor 
of a church in Lebanon, Missouri. Mr. Dunn, like 
Mr. Mills, did not come to Benzonia as a stranger. 
Some years previously he had been principal of 
the Benzonia Academy and, with his family, lived 
at historic East Hall. Mr. Dunn was a scholar 
and had many of the personal attributes of an 
Old Testament prophet. His pastorate included 
the difficult years of World War I. It was during 
these years that the Academy was forced to close 
its doors. There was a general exodus from the 
villages and surrounding rural area to the high- 
paying industrial centers to the south. The last 
of the original timber had been cut off and carted 
away to market so that something of an economic 
recession beset the community. But through these 
years of rough transition Mr. Dunn led his people 
with courage and a devotion to his pastoral and 
ministerial duties which marked him as the great 
man that he was. 
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Mr. Dunn resigned in 1921 and retired from 
the active ministry but chose Benzonia as his 
permanent home, buying and improving the colo- 
nial home of one of the original settlers, Deacon 
L. W. Case, one-half mile east of the village and 
now the home of the George Petritz family. 


Mr. Dunn was succeeded by Rev. Ira D. Fales, 
1921 — 1927, Rev. A. B. Eby, 1927 — 1936, Rev. 
O. A. Schulz, 19837 — 1942. Then again Mr. Eby 
stepped in as did Rev. Walker and Rev. Waters 
years previously to serve a short interim pastorate, 
but later that same year retired from the ministry 
and like Mr. Dunn chose to make his permanent 
home in Benzonia. Mr. Eby this time was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. Phillip Dutton who served from 
1943 to 1948 when he resigned to return to his 
mission field in China. Rev. Dutton was succeeded 
in 1948 by Rev. John Gehring then of Hart, Mich- 
igan, and who now, in 1958, stands next to Mr. 
Mills in length of service to the Benzonia church 
as minister and pastor. 


In a complete and more extensive narrative 
of this historic church much more would be 
included than is related in this short sketch — the 
many able men and women who, from the very 
beginning to the present day, have contributed so 
vital a part to the life of the church — the 
auxiliary organizations which have been so un- 
ceasingly active — the men of national stature 
who have preached from its pulpit — the Sunday 
evening services held so many years at the Beulah 
chapel — the burning of the parsonage one cold 
evening in the winter of 1916 — the close organic 
relationship between the Benzonia college and later 
Academy — the friendly associations with the 
Congregational Assembly at the west end of 
Crystal Lake — the annual Community Sunday 
services held on the West Campus — the Memorial 
gifts which, from time to time, have been given 
to the church adding to its beauty and to the 
effectiveness of its services. 
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These and many other features of the church 
are matters of memory and record but an all- 
inclusive history is not permissive in this general 
history of the whole Benzonia—Beulah area. 


As the Benzonia church approaches the 
celebration of its own Centennial Anniversary it 
stands strong and vital. Its membership continues 
to grow from year to year. Its Sunday morning 
services are well attended. Its physical proper- 
ties and finances are sound. Its future is promising. 
A new church building to be located on the West 
Campus is envisioned and planned for. 


The Congregational church, of course, has not 
been the only church in Benzonia and Beulah. As 
the population grew and persons of different 
denominations came to settle here there seemed 
to be a demand for a place of worship for those 
who, by reason of early association or personal 
inclination, preferred some other church to attend 
and so in about the year 1880 there was organ- 
ized in Benzonia a Methodist Episcopal church. 


Few records can be found concerning the 
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organization and activity of this church, its cherter 
members and most of its communicants have all 
disappeared from the local scene but by word of 
mouth of those who remembrr the church sorre 
facts are known about it. Informaticn indicates 
that the John Links were the leading persons in 
the Methcdist movement in Benzonia but there 
were other families and persons who assumed 
their full share of responsibility during the yezrs 
that the church was in existence. The church 
building was located on the corner of Walker street 
and Michigan avenue and upon the end of its use 
as a church edifice was remodeled into a home 
for the G. R. Catton family and ‘s now the h-me 
and funeral parlor of Mr. Robert Bennett. The 
Methodist parsonage was situated directly to the 
west of the church on the lot between it ani the 
Congregational parsonage. 

There was no rivalry between the Methodist 
and Congregational churches in Benzonia but a 
friendly cooperation existed, the two occasionally 
joining in union services, especially on Thanks- 
giving Day mornings in years long gone by. 
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In the year 1912 when the Larger Parish was 
an established fact in Benzonia the Congregational 
and Methodist State Conferences got together on 
a wholly friendly basis in an exchange of church 


rroperties. A community in Wexford county 
supported a strong M. E. church and only indif- 
ferently supported a weak Congregational church. 
In Benzonia the condition was reversed with a 
strong Congregational and weak Methodist. “Why 
not,” reasoned the wise leaders of both denomina- 
tions, “be sensible and exchange properties — 
close the Congregational church in Wexford county 
and transfer its properties and support to the 
Methodists and do the same thing in Benzonia by 
closing the Methodists and strengthening the 
Congregationalists, leaving each church the better 
in both places?” 


The proposition seemed good to all parties and 
the exchange was effected by an even exchange 
of physical properties and an elimination of 
heretofore duplicated efforts. 

Upon the permanent closing of the Methodist 
Episcopal church in 1912 the Benzonia—Beulah 
villages were without any organized church group 
except the Congregationalists. As has been sug- 
gested earlier in this history there occurred in 
those years something of an exodus of the people 
from these parts and one church was quite adequate 
to minister to the needs of the persons and fam- 
ilies remaining here. 

But with the passage of the years and 
changing economic conditions, especially the 
Depression of the late 1920’s and early 1930’s, the 
trend of population commenced a reversal. People 
started moving back to the rural areas and 
religious diversification of the population again 
became manifest. 

In the fall of 1927 Rev. C. E. Myers, Rev. 
D. A. Manker and Mr. Loren Swanson pitched a 
large tent directly behind the Beulah Court House 
for the purpose of holding a series of revival 
meetings. The attendance at these meetings was, 
at first, small but as the meetings progressed ever 
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increasing numbers came to hear the messages of 
the preachers and a spirit of revival gripped a 
great number. After the meetings were over there 
were several who voiced a desire to have a church 
of their own in Beulah and shortly thereafter the 
Wesleyan Methodist church was organized with 
twenty-three charter members. 

The newly organized church first held its 
meetings in the Beulah Chapel but as time went 
on and the church increased in size and influence 
it was felt that a building of its own was a desir- 
able possibility. The desire was forthwith acted 
upon and before long became a reality in the 
construction of a house of worship on the main 
street of Beulah. The church since its construc- 
tion has been remodeled and improved and is now 
a most attractive and adequate church building. 
A most pleasant parsonage located near the north 
junction of highways U. S. 31 and U. 8. 31-A 
which has also been recently remodeled and im- 
proved completes the physical properties of the 
Wesleyan Methodist church. 


Rev. Beadle was the first pastor of the church. 
He was succeeded in order by Rev. Manker, Rev. 
Harry Stanley, Rev. Homer McRoberts, Rev. A. J. 
Clough, Rev. Leo Corliss, Rev. Howard Rice, Rev. 
Emerson Smith, and Rev. Robert Vardaman now 
serving his fifth year as pastor of the church. 

Like many other churches the first few years 
of the Beulah Wesleyan church were years of un- 
certainty and a feeling of the way but it is now 
firmly established as an effective and valuable 
institution of vital religion and well serves its 
community and growing membership. 

In July, 1928, two students of Christian 
Science, one a member of The Mother Church, 
the First Church of Christ, Scientist in Boston, 
Massachusetts, began holding informal Sunday 
services in the home of one of the students. The 
service conformed as closely as possible to the 
order of service in the Manual of The Mother 
Church by Mary Baker Eddy. A Sunday School 
was also organized at that time. 
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Growth was steady and in May, 1932, the 
Christian Scientists rented the Community chapel 
in Beulah where on Sunday and once each month 
on Wednesday public services were held. Soon 
after moving into the chapel a building fund was 
established. 

On April 21, 1948, the group became organized 
as “Christian Science Society, Beulah—Benzonia,” 
nd was recognized as a branch of The Mother 

hurch. 


In 1949 the Society moved to the Masonic 
hall in Benzonia where services are being held 
at the present time. 


In addition to its regular services the Society 
from time to time has presented public lectures 
which have been well attended. 


Demonstrating continual progress the Society 
has acquired a lot on highway U. S. 31 north of 
Beulah and plans are that a new edifice will be 
erected on this site in the near future. 


When the congregation of the Wesleyan 
Methodists completed its own church building the 
building known as the Beulah Chapel was used for 
a few years as a Civic Center for the village of 
Beulah. But this building had been constructed 
and dedicated for religious purposes so that it was 
altogether fitting that it soon again was occupied 
and used for that purpose. 


A group of people of the Lutheran denomi- 
nation, Missouri Synod, felt the need of regular 
services in Benzie county and arranged to rent 
the chapel for their weekly Sunday services. For 
many years a church of the same denomination 
had been in existence in Arcadia and the pastor 
of that church increased his duties by including 
the new group in his preaching and pastoral circuit. 


After using the chapel for some years on a 
rental basis the Our Savior Lutheran church pur- 
chased the property from the village of Beulah 
and have since done a most commendable job of 
improving it and beautifying it, inside and out. 
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The pastors of the church, all of whom have 
continued to serve both the Arcadia and Beulah 
churches include Rev. Madder, Rev. Maier, Rev. 
Zetzer and the present pastor, Rev. Dobberfuhl. 


The parish of the Our Savior Lutheran church 
includes the whole of Benzie county, it being the 
only church of the Missouri Synod in the county. 
The communicants of the church are enthusiasti- 
cally active in its support and growth and it,like 
the other denominations, is a valuable and most 
effective organization ministering to the spiritual 
needs of an ever increasing number of people. 


The most recent addition to the organized 
churches in Benzonia and Beulah is the St. Philip’s 
Episcopal Church of Benzie county which was 
organized on a mission field basis under the 
Diocese of Western Michigan, Traverse Deanery, 
in 1956. But although it is the most recently 
organized, the Episcopal church has had a much 
longer history in Benzie county, going back to the 
year 1875 when occasional visitations by clergy- 
men of that denomination first were undertaken in 
the county. These irregular visitations recurred 
from time to time and during the years 1910 to 
1953 frequent services would be held in Frankfort 
during the summer months. 


The Episcopal church holds its Sunday ser- 
vices at the Seventh Day Adventist church in 
Frankfort but the Vicarage and chapel are in 
Benzonia, located on Grand Traverse Avenue. 


The Rev. A. Baylies Tilden is the first and 
present vicar of the Episcopal parish which, like 
the Beulah Lutheran church, is county-wide in 
extent. 


From its organization only two years ago the 
church has grown and prospered from a very 
small beginning so that now confident hopes are 
expressed that in a few more years it, too, may 
erect its own church edifice somewhere within 
the Beulah area. 
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‘Benzonia-Beulah Political Outline 


While the first settlers established their homes 
in the locality that they named “Benzonia” in 
1858 it was not until 1859 that a recognized poli- 
tical organization was established. In that year 
the supervisors of Grand Traverse county organized 
the township of Crystal Lake including within its 
boundaries all the territory now known as Benzie 
county. The new township was administered as 
a part of Leelanau which with Antrim was all a 
part of Grand Traverse county. In January, 1862, 
the Grand Traverse supervisors organized the 
township of Benzonia and about the same time 
organized other townships from the territory of 
Crystal Lake. The supervisors designated as in- 
spectors of the first election, L. W. Case, William 
Steele and John Bailey and although only fifteen 
votes were cast a full slate of officers was elected. 


Another step in the political history of the 
colony was taken in 1863 when the legislature en- 
acted a law which reads in part: All that part 
of the county of Leelanaw which lies south of the 
south line of Township 28 North shall be and remain 
the county of Benzie, and the several townships 
thereof shall be attached for civil and municipal 
purposes to the county of Grand Traverse. Finally 
in 1869 the legislature passed an act to organize 
the county of Benzie. 


The first meeting of the board of supervisors 
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was held in the log school house in Benzonia with 
S. F. Judson of Benzonia township being elected 
chairman. The law also specified that the county 
seat should be selected from Frankfort, Benzonia 
or Homestead. No community received a majority 
at the first election, but at the second, with Frank- 
fort or Benzonia as the choice Frankfort was the 
winner and consequently the second meeting of 
the supervisors was held in that village October 
1, 1869. In 1872 the question of the location of 
the county seat again arose and Benzonia was 
declared the winner in a disputed election. The 
dispute was compromised by leaving the county 
seat in Benzonia but locating the county buildings 
outside the village, one mile to the east. The ar- 
rangement was very inconvenient but not until 
1895 was the county seat returned to Frankfort 
where it remained until 1908 when Honor won the 
prize. 


Through all these years Benzonia’s only 
local government was the township but by 1893 
the Benzie Banner was asking: “Isn’t it about time 
we were getting our town incorporated?” How- 
ever it was not until June 7, 1899, that an act of 
incorporation was passed by the legislature and 
signed by the governor. The territory specified 
in the act included the NE% of Sec. 34; NW% of 
Sec. 35; W% Fr. of Sec. 26; E% Fr. Sec. 27 in 
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‘Township 26 North, Range 15 West. This area 
included the area to the north of the original village 
‘and along the east shore of Crystal Lake and 
including the growing village of Crystal City. The 
law provided that the inspectors of the first election 
should be Charles E. Case, William H. Koon and 
Frank L. Orcutt, the election being set for the 
fifth Tuesday in August, 1899. At this election 
ithe following officials were chosen: President, 
' Charles E. Case; Clerk, E. A. Gilbert; Treasurer, 
O. E. Barker; Assessor, S. W. MacDonald; Trustees, 
lone year: G. C. Hopkins, Frank Stiles, W.. J. 
| Pettitt; Trustees,. two years: Otis Smith, Lewis 
J ohnson, J. I. White. 


{ 


The first ordinance for the new village was 
| passed April 9, 1900. 


Crystal City was included within the corporate 
limits of Benzonia but the situation never met 
with complete approval. As the village con- 
tinued to develop due to its very desirable location 
along the lake and to its location on the railroad 
its needs and desires seemed to diverge more and 
| more from those of the village on the hill-top. In 
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1916 the wandering county seat finally found a 
resting place in Beulah, as the village is now called, 
where it has remained for forty-two years. In 
1931 the matter of forming a separate incorporated 
village was started by a petition to the Board of 
Supervisors. Many meetings were held and much 
legal work accomplished before the proposal was 
submitted to the residents of Beulah, January 18, 
1932. It was carried overwhelmingly and with its 
proposed charter approved by the governor, the 
first village election was held March 14, 1932. The 
first officials of the new village were: President 
A. J. Moss; Clerk, W. A. Oxley; Treasurer, P. A. 
Reed; Assessor, Roy Dokey; Trustees, one yeer. 
A. Judd, A. E. Knight, E. S. Clark, Trustees, two 
years, F. Benedict, W. Beagle, D. H. Moody. 


For a quarter of a century now Beulah has 
continued to develop and prosper and with the 
coming of easy and rapid transportation and prac- 
tically the 
villages, though separate political units, are one 


instantaneous communication, two 


in many respects as this centennial celebration 
attests. 
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Community Public School 


BENZONIA 
SCHOOL 


1878 - 1894 ‘ 5 


The Articles of Agreement among the founders 
of the Benzonia colony made provisions for a com- 
mon school building. The colonists did not wait, 
however, for a schoolhouse to be built but set up 
their first school in Mrs. Charles Bailey’s kitchen. 
The first term was taught by Miss Julia Case, who 
came from Ohio for that purpose in 1860. This 
first school consisted of fourteen pupils according 
to Alden Case in “Benzonia As It Used To Be” al- 
though Charles Case in “His History’ names only 
twelve as follows: Lizz’e Weston; Emma, Fred and 
Addie Neal; Nancy, Walter, Alden, Charles and 
Will Case; James and Clara Bailey; and Will Barr. 
Mrs. John Bailey’s kitchen was next turned into 
a schoolroom serving for several terms until the 
new schoolhouse was built. W. L. Case states that 
after a year or two of school in the Bailey house 
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“a new and wonderful schoolhouse was built out 
on main street. It was built of logs with a shake 
roof and four or five small windows’. As nearly 
as can be determined the school stood on the site 
now occupied by the Cherry Hut Products building. 
Charles Case continues, “We children all went to 
school in the log schoolhouse which was also used 
for church and community gatherings for years. 
The large bell which was used for church, school 
and other events was on top of a large hemlock 
stump in the street in front of the building. Our 
school was not graded but when we had finished 
McGuffey’s sixth reader we were graduated’. This 
building soon became inadequate and was enlarged 
in a unique manner. The building was sawed in 
two in the middle, the two halves moved apart. 
and the gap filled in thus doubling the size of the 
original structure. 
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Following are some typical budgets for this 
arly school: A rate bill for 1866 assessed a total 
f $21.50 for school purposes and a little later 
his order was given: 


upervisor of the Township of Benzonia? 

The undersigned district board for School 
istrict No. One (1) in said township do hereby 
ertify that the following taxes have been voted 
n said district for the present school year; viz — 


For teachers’ wages ...... $87.00 
Incidental expenses ...... 25.00 
Maps, globes, ete, ......% 20.00 

$132.00 


| 
‘ 
j 
Which you will assess upon the taxable property 
a said district as the law directs. 
Dated at Benzonia 
| This 13th day of Sept. A. D. 1869. 
William A. Betts, Moderator 
] John Pettitt, Assessor 
| H. O. Mack, Director. =, «. a . 


The | school ‘house: seneet: until, 1878 


hen a neat frame one-room building was erected 
n.the site.of the present home of Mr. and Mrs. _ 


. L. Case. One teacher handled the work until 
1891 when increased enrollment resulted in the 
division of the school; grades one, two and three 
being moved to East Hall with Miss Alice Van 
iDeman as teacher while the rest remained in the 
Id school under Miss Lillian Jaquith. This ar- 
Bes cathogk was not entirely satisfactory as soon 
ki find this notice in the Benzie Banner. 


“A special meeting of the legal voters of School 
District No. 1 in the township of Benzonia, called 
ibe the district board, will be held in the school 
house on the 3rd day of June, 18938, at eight o’clock 
for the purpose of taking action to immediately 
erect a school house to be ready for occupancy for 
the fall term of school.” The site decided upon 
was in North Park. There were the usual delays 
so not until January 5, 1894, do we find this item: 
“The seats and everything belonging to the old 


BRANDT’S IGA FOOD MARKET 
Beulah, Michigan 


BENZONIA’S FIRST. HIGH SCHOOL 


school house were moved into the new one last 
Saturday. After this school will be held in the 
new school house on the corner.” 


This building, a four-room structure, stiil 


: stands-as the west end of the present high schocl 
5 _s building. In 1894 Mr. H. B. Woodward became 


“the: first superintendent of the Benzonia school. He 
was assisted by Miss Alice Van Deman and Mrs. 
W. Bailey. In 1898, still under Mr. Woodward, 
the first class was graduated from the Benzoria 
High School. It consisted of five young ladies: 
Nellie Huntington, Lulu Marshall, Nealy Marshall, 
Cora Hearn and Edna Williams. The next year 
nine were graduated but thereafter for a number 
of years the classes were very small. Not unt’! 
1915 did as many graduate in one year. Several 
times during these years the question of eliminating 
the eleventh and twelfth grades or indeed the 
whole high school was seriously considered. For- 
tunately this was not done and with the closing 
of the academy the high school was ready to take 
over. Since then the classes have steadily increasea 
in size until in this, our centennial year, the grad- 
uating class numbered forty-five. G. F. Friegal 
succeeded Mr. Woodward as superintendent, he in 
turn being followed by O. L. Bristol and H. F. 
Clark in order. Eleven other men have served 
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PRESENT HIGH SCHOOL 
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the school as superintendent: J. L. Keddie, O. Fr. 
Norwalk, Glen H. Olsen, B. E. Allen, Luke Kelley, 
John Hopkins, W. E. Sutcliffe, C. M. Lane, A. N. 
Nesman, D. R. McGee and Lyle Chenoweth. Of 
these Mr. Nesman’s fourteen years was by far the 
longest period of service while W. J. Creech’s 
record of twenty-eight and one-half years of service 
as principal of the high school which ended with 
his retirement in 1958, will long stand. 


The four room building eventually became too 
small for the ever increasing enrollment and in 
1910 the size of the building was practically doubled. 
Again in 1927 it was further enlarged completing 
the present wooden portion of the building. 


The growth and development of both villages, 
consolidation with outlying districts and the in- 
crease in the number and character of subjects 
taught made this building inadequate and when 
the opportunity to secure outside aid came during 
the 1930’s the concrete structure was added and be- 
came available for use in 1940. It provided an 
excellent gymnasium-auditorium with large stage, 
laboratory, shop, homemaking department,  etc., 
as well as much needed class room space. Also a 


— 


large garage was built to house the fleet of sci:ool 
buses which bring pupils from as far as fifteen miles 
away. 


Within a decade it became evident that still 
more room would soon be needed and a new ele- 
mentary building of four class rooms with the 
necessary supplementary rooms was authorized. 
After many meetings and much discussion a site 
was selected across the street from the high school. 
This building was occupied in 1952 but was hardly 
in use before it proved too small for the ever in- 
creasing enrollment. Soon a nine room addition 
was planned and built and is now fully occupied. 
How long the present excellent school plant will 
prove adequate is problematical since the originai 
structure, built in 1893 and 1910, shows signs of 
age. 


Accompanying the expansion of the physical 
plant, in fact usually preceding it slightly, has been 
a corresponding growth of both enrollment and 
curriculum. Figures for 1894 are not avai'able but 
three teachers were able to do the work and for 
some time four teachers proved sufficient. Growth 
was constant and sometimes rapid especially when 
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NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


new districts entered the system or the number 
of non-residents increased. In 1958 the total en- 
rollment is 614 with 230 of these in high school. 
A staff of 35 administrators, teachers and other 
employees is required to care for them. 


The curriculum in the early years of the high 
school consisted of History: United States, English 
and General; Government: United States and Mich- 
igan; Mathematics: Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry ; 
English: Grammar, Rhetoric, Composition, Amer- 
ican Literature, English Literature; Science: 
Physiology, Biology, Physical Geography, Botany, 
Physics; Languages: Latin I, Caesar. And that 
was it in 1900. Twenty-one subjects were offered 


for the four high school years. 


The proposed curriculum for 1958-1959 lists 
fourteen possible choices for the ninth grade, 
eighteen for the tenth grade, twenty-eight for the 
eleventh grade and twenty-seven for the twelfth. 
The total is not eighty-seven, however, because 
some subjects such as chorus, band and athletics 
always include students from several grades. But 
on any basis of comparison the modern curriculum 
is much richer and more varied than in earlier 
times, the chief additions being in vocations and 
the arts. The basic subjects are all retained with 
such additions as chemistry and modern languages 
but Latin and rhetoric do not appear on the sched- 
ule today. The number of teachers employed and 
the present budget of over $200,000 show how far 
we have come from the small beginnings in ‘he 
1860’s. 
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One Hundred Years of Progress 


Government, religion and education played such 
important roles in the lives of the people of this area 
that separate sections of this book are devoted to 
them. Many other activities, however, have 
engaged the energies of our citizens since the first 
settlers made their way by river or forest trail to 
the Benzonia hilltop and surrounding region. The 
early years of the settlement were of necessity 
devoted by the pioneers to clearing land and estab- 
lishing their homes. Farming was the chief 
occupation and under the primitive conditions 
demanded their utmost efforts. Enterprising 
individuals soon established the most necessary 
industries. Sawmills were set up by L. W. Case, 
C. E. and John Bailey, and Barns and Walker. A 
grist mill was established by William S. Hubbell, 
and a brick kiln by William A. Betts. C. E. Bailey 
opened a store in his residence to which the post 
office had already been removed from Herring 


WILLIAM G. SINCLAIR 


Lake in 1859. In 1867 the first newspaper, “The 
Benzonia Citizen’’ was founded by J. B. Walker. 
It lasted only a few years and died when Mr. 
Walker left the colony. Also in the 1860’s the 
Federal government turned the swamp lands in 
Michigan over to the state, who in turn offered 
them for sale to private citizens. C. E. Bailey with 
some others went to Lansing and purchased the 
swamp land at the east end of Crystal Lake, an 
event with far-reaching consequences. 

Following the suspension of the Benzonia 
Citizen, R. N. Brainerd started the Benzie County 
Journal which was published all through the 70’s 
and until 1883. It had various publishers including 
James Pettitt, Charles Bailey, and John Betts; the 
latter staying at the helm for about nine years. 
After a lapse of a few years Benzonia again had 
a newspaper. In 1888 E. D. Foster began publi- 
cation of the Benzie Banner, about which more 
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BEULAH RESIDENCE OF CHARLES E. BAILEY 


will be said later. To return to the 1870’s, in 
1872 Archibald Jones of Illinois conceived the 
idea of building a canal from Crystal Lake to the 
Betsie River thus opening the lake to shipping 
from Lake Michigan. A company was formed, 
the canal was dug, but the results were not as 
anticipated. The story is fully told by William L. 
Case in “The Tragedy of Crystal Lake” and need 


not be repeated here. One result, however, is 
important for our story. The swamp lands owned 
by Mr. Bailey, now largely drained by the lowering 
of the lake, became suitable for use and the story 
of Beulah may with some justification be said to 
begin at this time. 


Another interesting event of this period was 
the flights of passenger pigeons during which 
millions nested in the forests along the Betsie 
and the shores of Crystal Lake. They were ruth- 
lessly slaughtered and shipped to city markets to 
such an extent that along with storms which 
sometimes destroyed whole flights, and the cut- 
ting of the forests which formed their nesting 
places they eventually became totally extinct. 


It was in 1888 that Charles Bailey began the 
development of his property on Crystal Lake. 
His new home which he called Beulah Land, was 
built at the foot of the hill and near the lake 
shore. The height above he called Beulah View 
and the level land along the lake store to the 
north he named Crystal City and the whole tract 
was platted as Crystal City and Beulah View 
Resort. 
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At about the same time occurred a most 
momentous event. Railroad building was booming 
again and a group of eastern capitalists began 
construction of the Frankfort and Southeastern 
to connect with other roads farther inland. On 
July 4th, 1889, the first train carried about three- 
hundred passengers from Benzonia to Frankfort 
and a new era in the life of the community was 
inaugurated. In 1892 the road became part of the 
“Ann Arbor’ which then formed a continuous 
line from Toledo to Frankfort. The location of 
the railroad through the Bailey property insured 
the success of the resort and from that t'me the 
pregress of Beulah has been steady. The road 
made a real effort to aid the resort business. 
Frequent excursions were run from the south, a 
resort hotel, the Royal Frontenac, was built in 
Frankfort, and a passenger train consisting of a 
locomotive and one or two coaches, popularly 
called the “Ping Pong” shuttled back and forth 
between Frankfort, Beulah, and Thompsonville 
making travel between these points and various 


resorts along the lake, such as Van Deman’s and 
Bay Point, easy and convenient. 


For a time the railroad had stations both at 
Benzonia, at the foot of East Hill, and at Crystal 
City, in what is now the Beulah Park, but event- 
ually the stations were combined and called Crystal 
City. Mr. Bailey sold a half interest in the Crystal 
City plat to Merritt, Phillips, and Slafter of 
Vassar who put in a sawmill. They also estab- 
lished a mercantile business and when the Crystal 
City post office was established in 1892 Charles 
S. Merritt became the first post master. Because 
of a conflict in names the postal authorities soon 
changed the name of the post office to Beulah. 
Throughout the 90’s the names Crystal City and 
Beulah were used interchangeably but in 1899 
the railroad put a new sign on the depot with 
BEULAH in bright silver letters and Beulah it 
has remained. 


More dwelling houses soon were built in the 
new development, the first by Charles and Robert 
Hearn and Albert Moore. Other businesses were 
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established, hotels and boarding houses appeared; 
the Van Winkle, Collins, and Crystal City being 
some of the names appearing in the records of 
the time. Some businessmen of the period whose 
names have remained familiar through the years 
are John Whiteman, the barber; Frank Orcutt, 
who engaged in various enterprises which aided 
in the development of the town; John Gibb, whose 
drug store, established in 1899, was a popular 
gathering place for resorters for years and which 
has continued under various owners until today 
as The Beulah Drug Company it is operated by 
Grant Forrester; and Fred Small, whose livery 
and sales business was first advertised in the 
Benzie Banner as early as 1893, and continued 
thereafter for many years. 


In 1886 Charles Case who already had been 
in business in Benzonia for some years built a 
large building on the principal corner where The 
Case Mercantile Company continued in business 
until 1912, being succeeded in that year by The 
Spelman Company who remained on that site 
until 1931. The upper floor of the Case building 
contained a large hall with stage and other 
facilities for all kinds of public meetings. Case’s 
Hall for years was the scene of most of the 
political and many of the social and cultural 
gatherings of the community. In 1987 after 
several years of disuse the building was dismant- 
led and now lives only in the memories of the 
older generaton. Other Benzonia businessmen of 
the 80’s and 90’s include S. W. MacDonald, L. P. 
and later, E. B. Judson, E. T. Huntington, F. M. 
Stockman, merchants; Dr. Mott, druggist, and 
George Spence, blacksmith. From the earliest 
days Benzonia also had its hotels to accommodate 
travellers and temporary residents; the Sheridan, 
operated by Mrs. Carrier, Orchard Hill by Mrs. M. 
E. C. Bailey, and the Grand Traverse Hotel. In 
1893 G. M. Sprout established the Benzonia 
Exchange Bank. After operating as a private 
bank for some years Mr. Sprout in 1906 sold the 
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RAILROAD STATION AT BENZONIA 


business to Woodward, Case (C. E. ), and Hard- 
enburgh who continued in Benzonia as The Central 
County Bank. A branch office was opened in Beulah 
and in 1913 the bank, now the Central State Bank, 
occupied its fine new building on Beulah’s main 
street. For many years the bank was under the 
direction of H. B. Woodward, President, and I. P. 
Jones, Cashier. Today its active head is Fred 
Bradford. 


About 1900 A. E. Terpining established a 
boat livery and pavilion on the lake shore where 
the bath house is now located. His launches 
provided transportation to the various resorts 
around the lake while the pavilion provided a 
place of amusement for Many years, under suc- 
cessive owners, with its dance hall, bowling alley, 
and eventually a movie. Also in the amusement 
line Nisewander and Toland built a large pavilion 
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FIRST RAILROAD STA 


called The New Grand. Opened in 1911 it 
operated only a few years when it was acquired 
by the village of Beulah in 1916 for a county 
court house. It is still used for that purpose 
although only after having undergone numerous 
alterations. Following the pavilions the commun- 
ity had no commercial amusements until D. O. 
Gregory built the Crystal Theater in 1941 and 
Charles Sill opened the Ten Pin Bowling Alleys 
a little later. 


The theater stands on a site opened by one 
of Beulah’s most disastrous fires; that of March 
17, 1941, when the entire area between the Tinkham 
Building and Rearick’s Jewelry was destroyed in 
a blinding blizzard. Over the years fires have 
been both villages’ greatest destroyer; mills, hotels, 
stores, dwellings — all have fallen victims. 
Eventually, however, good usually followed since 
new and better buildings often replaced those 
destroyed. The Walter Heath building in Benzonia, 
housing his electrical and appliance business and 
the Benzonia post office, occupies the site cleared 
by the 1917 fire which consumed several historic 
buildings. The Beulah fire of 1932 destroyed the 
Benzie Oil Company station, Rose’s store, and the 
Oxley Hardware, which have been replaced by a 
garage and service station, the Benzie Record 


building, and the Sport Shop, Oxley moving across 
the street into a new building. The Beulah Inn, 
built in 1891, escaped destruction by fire but was 
recently removed to make way for a new building 
containing C. A. Petherick’s store and the Beulah 
post office. Both post offices now occupy new 
and modern quarters and maybe their wanderings 
up and down the streets are ended. The closing 
of the Beulah Inn leaves but two hotels, Sells and 
the Northway, the latter open only in summer, 
but motels are moving in to meet the needs of 
travellers. 


Following the Benzonia fire of 1917 the village 
purchased two chemical engines for fire protection. 
From this small and inadequate beginning has 
developed through many changes and the services 
of scores of public spirited citizens the Benzonia 
Township Fire Department with adequate equip- 
ment and a fire fighting record second to none. 

In 1910 J. W. Saunders, publisher of the Benzie 
County Leader in Honor, came to Beulah and 
established the Benzie Record. The Benzie Banner 
was absorbed by the Record but is still mailed 
through the Benzonia post office under its original 
name. It, therefore, has had a continuous publi- 
cation for seventy years although with many 
changes of owners, publishers and editors. A 
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DENNY’S FRUIT MARKET 
South Junction M-115 and US-31 
Benzonia, Michigan 


HARRIS’ GAS AND GROCERY 
“The Store of Friendly Service” 


Benzonia, Michigan 
Stimaeadie oie eager 
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i practically complete file is preserved in the Mills 
‘ Community House and provided much of the 
information in this account. The Banner and the 
Record have had some competition; in 1900 the 
Crystal Lake Breeze appeared, but was taken over 
by the Banner the next year, and about 1927 the 
|Benzie Times was published in Benzonia for a 
short time. In 1921 the Record was purchased by 
Andrew Johnson who continued as publisher for 
hex than thirty years until the present publisher, 
ea Curtis, took over in 1954. 


As time passed both Benzonia and Beulah 
underwent changes that kept them abreast the 
modern world. For many years editor after editor 
bewailed the atrocious condition of the highways 
and streets; particularly the road between the 
villages. Finally in 1909 a bond issue was passed 
to provide funds to repair and improve this street. 
The grade was reduced substantially, the surface 
improved, and drainage provided so that after a 
hard rain the road would still be usable. Following 


4 K’s MOTEL 
Howard Konkle 
Benzonia, Michigan 


THE “PING PONG” 
4 


the improvement of the Benzonia hill, or the 
Beulah hill, depending upon which way you are 
looking, highway improvements came along quite 
rapidly. The road known as the West Michigan 
Pike became M 11 and the state began improving 
it along about 1918. It became a very important 
outlet — and inlet — for the entire community. 
Later, in the 1980’s after the designation had been 
changed to U. S. 31, the state, with Federal aid 
began paving the highway and from that begin- 
ning paved roads and streets have become the 
prevailing form of thoroughfare. This of course 
came in response to the appearance of the auto- 
mobile and was a universal development. Along 
about 1914 autos began to be advertised locally 
and in 1916 Fred Small’s Pioneer Livery offered 
the choice of either horse or auto. Gradually 
horse liveries disappeared and another institution 
became only a memory along with the village 
blacksmith. Today garages and service stations 
are everywhere conveniently located to serve the 


ROHN’S SALES AND SERVICE 
DeSoto and Plymouth 
Frankfort, Michigan 
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traveler on the highway. Another kind of service 
station is the Marine Sales and Service at the 
Beulah Boat Shop on Crystal Lake. Boating, 
which for years was eclipsed by the popularity of 
the automobile is making a strong comeback and 
such facilities meet a real need. 


Around the turn of the century the telephone 
was coming into use in our community and the 
Benzie County Telephone Company was formed to 
provide local service. Later as the Benzie Consol- 
idated Telephone Company its service was widened 
until now as part of the Bell System service is 
universal. 


In 1913 construction was begun on a power 
dam on the Betsie river which eventually brought 
the boon of electrical energy to the community. 
The Lower Peninsula Power Company opersted 
for a time but in keeping with what seems to be 
a trend later became a part of Consumers Power 
Company and now abundant electrical power is as 
much taken for granted as air or water. 


Water? Perhaps not. Throughout all its 
early history water had been Benzonia’s chief 
lack. Wells were deep and costly so cisterns were 
relied upon to provide a supply. Eventually a 
public well was driven in the “center” but hand 
pumping was still difficult. Electrical power 


IMPROVING BENZONIA HILL 


helped solve that problem but still sufficient water 
was not easy to obtain. After several attempts 
to secure public water works for the entire 
village had failed a group of citizens in Benzonia 
formed a private company and installed a system 
of water works in 1930. Soon thereafter the 
village purchased the system and since then water 
in Benzonia has ceased to be so much a problem. 
Beulah’s situation was more fortunate since water 
is found much nearer the surface than is the case 
up the hill. However, after the political separation 
of the villages, work was begun on a public water 
system for Beulah; and before the 1930’s had 
ended both villages were enjoying the advantages 
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BOATING ON CRYSTAL LAKE 
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COLLINS DRUG STORE 
Frankfort, Michigan 


STATE SAVINGS BANK 
Frankfort, Michigan 
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of plentiful water. The latest progressive step 
is the recent installation in Beulah of a modern 
system of sewage disposal. 

During the entire life of our community the 
people have had to provide most of their own 
entertainment and amusement. In pioneer days 
this was taken for granted and the literary 
societies and bees of various kinds occupied a large 
place in their lives. Later Case’s Hall and Rose’s 
Hall furnished places where people could and did 
provide their own entertainment. For a quarter 
of a century Mills Community House has been 
the center for scores of community activities 
while today the general purpose rooms at the 
public school and the V. F. W. hall provide 
additional facilities for all kinds of gatherings. 
Also summer recreation programs and the devel- 
opment of winter sports areas in Benzonia and 
at Buck Hills are furnishing opportunities for 
pleasure and benefit for many. 

In the early days of the settlement lumbering 
was the only industry which employed many men. 
The mills and local businesses always employed 
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some but most combined farming in summer with 


work in the woods in winter. William E. Betts, 
L. P. Judson, Homer Bailey are only a few of the 
names prominent in the logging business of an era 
that is past. When lumbering was ended no other 
large industry appeared to take its place. The 
nearest to it would be the development of fruit 
growing which ordinarily furnishes employment 
for a great many during the season. Today a 
number of small industries are becoming estab- 
lished each providing employment for only a few 
but the totals adding up to a respectable number. 
Among these we find Sherwin’s Crystal Lake 
Archery employing a half dozen or so, Robert 
Ryan using about five people in the manufacture 
of Diack Sterilizer Controls for use in hospitals, 
L. G. Bacon Lumber Company employing ten or 
so when the mill is in operation, Betsie Valley 
Timber Company with fifteen to eighteen on the 
pay-roll, and Rice’s Dairy employing fourteen at 
present. Also Trapp and Sons’ muck farming 
operation in Beulah employs thirty or so during 
the summer with several finding employment the 
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G. PAPINEAU 
Beulah, Michigan 


WE FIX ’EM SHOP 
Benzonia, Michigan 


FRED SMALL’S LIVERY 
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year around. In 1918 the Benzie Farmers Coop- 
erative Association was formed and took over the 
feed and produce business started earlier by J. T. 
(Jake) Long, George Harris, and Al Knight. It 
has continued the business since, first as the 
Benzie Company and presently as the Benzie 
Cooperative Company and ordinarily employs 
about ten people. Pet-Ritz Foods beginning a 
frozen pie business on a small scale a few years 
ago are now a division of Pet Milk Company and 
employ on an average one hundred fifteen in Beulah 
and Frankfort. The industry with the longest 
continuous existence began in 1867 when L. W. 
Case built his sawmill on Cold Creek near the 
foot of East Hill. The mill operated first by Mr. 
Case and later by his sons William and Walter 
did not finally cease operations until 1916 but 
Case Brothers Lumber Company and later the 
Case Lumber Company under the direction of L. 


L. Case, son of William L. Case, continued until 
1945 when the Timber Products Manufacturing 
Company was organized. This company’s name 
describes its business and it ordinarily gives 
employment to eighty or more people. Today 
businesses both in Benzonia and in Beulah carry 
the Case name which has thus been in constant 
business use throughout the entire history of the 
community. The people at work in these industries 
plus those employed in the stores and shops ot 
both villages help to account for our prosperous 
appearance. 


Several of our businesses are being conducted 
in buildings which have a long historical back- 
ground. In Benzonia this is true of the buildings 
occupied by Maddock, Fick, Smith, and Shoebridge, 
while Ely’s store and Gus’ Cafe date back to 
Beulah’s beginnings. Also in Beulah the list of 
business establishments must include Fewins 
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CHERRY HUT PRODUCTS 
Cherry Jams and Jellies Shipped to All Parts of the U. S. 
Benzonia, Michigan 


PET RITZ FOODS DIVISION 
Pet Milk Company 
Beulah, Michigan 
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Electric, the Crystal Cleaners, Brandt’s Market, 
Crawford’s and Dykhuis’ stores and the Beulah 


Hardware. The junction of M 115 with U.S. 31 
in Benzonia created the possibility of another 
business center which was early exploited by James 
Rice and B. B. Spelman. Today George Rice and 
James Park occupy these sites. Altogether the 
'needs and wants of the people of Beulah and 
|Benzonia and surrounding area are well served 
by the number and variety of business establish- 
{ments as in any community of comparable size. 

Our community has aiways been well served 
'by the leading professions. B. G. Bennett who 
began advertising in the Benzie Record in 1910 
|and whose announcements have appeared contin- 
| uously since must have established something of 
la record. Although Mr. Bennett has retired his 
sons continue to operate funeral homes in Frank- 


fort, Bear Lake and Benzonia. 

A number of physicians have practiced in the 
community and almost without exception they 
have occupied positions far beyond their purely 
professional activities. They form an honored 
list: Dr. Mack, Dr. Powers, Dr. Dean, Dr. Ellis, 
Dr. Willard, Dr. Stone, and certainly Dr. Munro, 
a dentist, not a physician, but eminently deserving 
a place on the list. His many services in village, 
church and community will long be remembered. 
Presently creating their own places in the com- 
munity are R. L. Kamp M. D., E. D. Haynes, D. O., 
C. J. McCann, D. D. S. 

Attorneys who have served us in the past 
include George Covell, J. W. Wilson, Lot Nevius 
and Walter Daines, while at present we have S. 
F. Nichols, John Huft, and the patriarch of them 
all, M. G. Paul who today undoubtedly deserves 
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ANDREW JOHNSON 
Beulah, Michigan 


BEULAH HARDWARE 
Beulah, Michigan 
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BENZONIA BUSINESS DISTRICT AS IT LOOKS TODAY 


recognition as the oldest prosecuting attorney in 
America. 


Two other groups deserve mention in this 
general account of our communities’ development. 
First would be those earliest pioneers of the 60’s 
some of whose descendents have remained active 
in the community throughout the entire century. 
They include William A. Betts, two of whose 
four children, William E. and Mary (Link) are 
represented by a number of highly regarded 
residents. Also important in the list is the Rev. 
John Pettitt whose three sons William, Thomas 
and James all were active in the political, religious, 
educational, and business life of the community 
for many years and whose families in turn are 
continuing the tradition. Three of the sons of 
L. W. Case, William, Charles, and James made 
Benzonia their home and descendant of all three 
are among our most useful citizens. Of the Bailey 
brothers only John Bailey has descendents living 
here, Mrs. John Case and family, although Mrs. 
Sharlene Hensel of Frankfort is a granddaughter 
of Rev. Charles Bailey. Mrs. Ann Marshall’s 
family have contributed greatly to the growth 
and development of the region and today are 


CRYSTAL LAKE ARCHERY COMPANY 
Beulah, Michigan 


active members of our business community. 
There are undoubtedly others but this list 
demonstrates that the area not only attracted 
but held many of our early settlers. Certainly 
some day the history of these and other pioneer 
families must be written in detail and including 
a wider area than just Beulah and Benzonia that 
the story of our heritage may be preserved in full. 


The second group to be remembered consists 
of those who lived here for a time and whom we 
claim for our own but who have received wide 
spread acclaim elsewhere. In an earlier day Perry 
Holden, Lewis Michael, and Mrs. Dora Stockman 
achieved state wide or even nation wide recogni- 
tion in the field of agricultural education. Clarence 
Hubbell as a civil engineer did important work 
in Detroit, Chicago, and Manila in the Philip- 
pines. Roy Smith was for long Superintendent 
of the Wayne County Road Commission. Harold 
Sprout became Professor of Political Science at 
Princeton University and the author of several 
books. Bruce Catton is editor of American Herit- 
age Magazine, an outstanding authority on the 
Civil War, and a Pulitzer Prize Winner in History. 


This list too could probably be extended but 


TRAPP & SONS 
Beulah, Michigan 
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BEULAH BUSINESS DISTRICT AS IT LOOKS TODAY 
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ithese examples clearly indicate that living in the 
Benzonia-Beulah community is certainly no barrier 
to achieving distinction in much wider fields. 


This account cannot possibly include all the 
significant events or interesting people without 
becoming much too long. A few additional matters 
however, should surely be included. 


In 1908 the Benzie County Agricultural 
| Society sold the fairgrounds on River street in 
Benzonia where from 1864 until the end of the 
century an annual fair had been held. From the 
accounts these fairs occupied a very large place 
in the lives of the people. The Society was 
| organized in 1868 several years after the first 
fair was held but it was nevertheless, the first 
Agricultural society in the Grand Traverse region. 
Another feature of our community through 
'the years has been the existence during much of 
its history of a good band. Sometimes a college 
| band, academy band, or a village band but — a 
band. Many of these bands were fine musical 
organizations and toured this part of the state 
| receiving much favorable comment. After the 


CASE’S DAIRY BAR AND RESTAURANT 
Home Made Pie and Ice Cream 
Beulah, Michigan 
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academy closed and with increased high schocl 
enrollment it became possible to develop a high 
school band which this community has done for 
many years. All have been good and some have 
been excellent, ranking high in state and even 
national competition. Somet mes support hes 
weakened but now the band is considered, not an 
extra, but an integral part of education and is 
an established feature of the community, not just 
the school. 


An event which has been characterized in many 
terms, usually a riot, was caused by the annual 
run of smelt up Cold Creek. For years it attracted 
people from everywhere, literally. Beginning in 
the 20’s and continuing for many years the dip- 
ping of smelt was an organized affair and brought 
many thousands of visitors to Beulah for the fun. 
In recent years the run has diminished and the 
event as an organized affair has been discontin- 
ued. 


Another kind of festival which brought 
hundreds of visitors was the Midsummer Resort 
Festival which under various names continued 


DALE W. FICK 
Plumbing and Heating Store — Gas Service 
Benzonia, Michigan 
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BENZONIA HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
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from its beginning in 1927 until very recently. 
It was a high point in the summer for many 
people but other attractions and changed condi- 
tions led to its being dropped from the list of 
summer events. 


A final comment. An account such as this 
can never be finished but it nevertheless must 
end. The omissions are many and people and 
events that richly deserve recognition have had 
to be passed over. We are closing our first cen- 
tury but at the same time we are beginning our 


second. Our community is enjoying a healthy 
growth; witness the new residences and stores in 
both villages. Also notice the new _ houses 
appearing on the slopes surrounding Beulah and 
along the highways leading into the villages. 
Consider too the spread of summer cottages 
around the shores of Crystal Lake in both direc- 
tions. All this leads to the thought that the 
men who invented the word “Benzonia’”’ were wiser 
than they dreamed. It is still “A Good Place to 
Live.” 


BEULAH DRUG 
Beulah, Michigan 


OXLEY HARDWARE 
Beulah, Michigan 
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| — Centennial Mementos — 
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| L. G. BACON LUMBER COMPANY THE HOLLOS HEALTH CLINIC 
Drchard Boxes — Waterlox Distributor — O’Brien Paints Dr. A. A. Hollos 
Beulah, Michigan Beulah, Michigan 
RUSTIC VILLAGE MOTOR COURT BETSIE VALLEY TIMBER COMPANY 
Modern Heated Cabins and Rooms Cecil Hawkins — Buyer of Logs 
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— Centennial Mementos — 
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FEWINS ELECTRIC SERVICE 4 BEULAH SUPER SERVICE 
Beulah, Michigan Beulah, Michigan 
ROBERT L. KAMP, M. D. and F. H. STONE, M. D. LEONARD L. CASE 


Beulah, Michigan Beulah, Michigan 


— Centennial Mementos — 
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BENZIE:COUNTY PATRIOT FRANKFORT “66” SERVICE 
Frankfort, Michigan Frankfort, Michigan 
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BOB CRAIN RAY STOOPS 
Your Prudential Agent Gravel — Fill Dirt — Top Soil 
Benzonia, Michigan One Mile South of Benzonia 


= a ta ln aden ent heen i ene af ~ i — >. 


— Centennial Mementos — 
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WALTER L. HEATH DR. FREDERICK TRAUTMAN 
Benzonia, Michigan Frankfort, Michigan 


STILES GREENHOUSE COMPLIMENTS OF A FRIEND 
Benzonia, Michigan 
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CRYSTAL BAKERY PETHERICK’S 
Beulah, Michigan Beulah, Michigan 
| STANDARD OIL COMPANY JOHN F. HUFT 


| E. L. Bradley, Agent Attorney at Law 
Beulah, Michigan Beulah, Michigan ; 
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HONEYMOON LODGE MOTEL STONE & SONS ORCHARDS 


Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Miner 
Beulah, Michigan 


Tree Fruits — Scotch Pine Christmas Trees 
Beulah, Michigan 


SMELTZER ORCHARD COMPANY 
Growers and Processors 
Frankfort, Michigan 
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